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ABSTRACT South Africa is engaged in a vigorous campaign to rein in commercial and domestic water users to
embrace water conservation practices. While the water conservation drive appears to have gained traction among
commercial and urban water users, experts insist that a ‘culture of indifference’ toward water conservation still
persists. The main objective of this paper was to determine the attitude and behavior of South African college
students towards water conservation, and establish the linkages between college students’ water conservation
behavior and descriptive norm. The questionnaire survey was used to explore college students’ water conservation
attitudes and behaviors. Data analysis reveals a significant attitude of indifference, as college students do not
appear to consider water conservation an overarching social issue. The results also show a positive relationship
between social pressures, descriptive norm particularly and college students’ water behavior and intentions. The
paper concludes that college students are generally indifferent to water conservation.
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